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 Introduction  

Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 requires the Trust, when carrying out its 
functions in relation to Northern Ireland, to have due regard to the need to promote 
equality of opportunity between nine categories of persons, namely: 
 

 between persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, 
age, marital status or sexual orientation; 

 between men and women generally; 
 between persons with a disability and persons without; and 
 between persons with dependants and persons without. 

 
Without prejudice to its obligations above, the Trust must also have regard to the 
desirability of promoting good relations between persons of different religious belief, 
political opinion or racial group. 
 
The Equality Scheme outlines how we propose to fulfil our statutory duties under 
Section 75.  Within the Scheme, the Trust gave a commitment to apply the screening 
methodology below to all new and revised policies and where necessary and 
appropriate to subject new policies to further equality impact assessment. 
 

Screening Methodology 

When screening policies/proposals the Trust will consider, 
 

 What is the likely impact of equality of opportunity for those affected by this 
policy/proposal, for each of the Section 75 equality categories? 

 Are there opportunities to better promote equality of opportunity for people 
within Section 75 equality categories? 

 To what extent is the policy/proposal likely to impact on good relations 
between people of different religious belief, political opinion or racial 
group? 

 Are there opportunities to better promote good relations between people of 
different religious belief, political opinion or racial group? 

 
In keeping with the Trust’s commitments in its Equality Scheme the Trust has applied 
the above screening criteria to new policies and proposals.  The screening process 
is used to identify which policies/proposals are likely to have an impact on equality of 
opportunity or good relations.  Screening assesses the likely impact as major, minor 
or none.   
 
If it is decided that a policy/proposal is likely to have significant/major issues relating 
to equality, it is then necessary to carry out a more detailed exercise called an 
equality impact assessment (EQIA).   
 
This screening report outlines the screening outcomes from 1st January 2024 –  
31st March 2024. 
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Communication and Engagement  

In order to carry out our functions there is a need to continue to effectively engage 
and work collaboratively with a wide range of stakeholders including Trust staff, 
Trade Unions, service users, carers, commissioners, primary care, public 
representatives and independent providers.  
 
The Trust is committed to promoting personal and public involvement in all its 
activities.  The development of new policies and proposals will be supported by 
effective engagement processes to ensure that staff, service users and all interested 
parties are fully involved.  Planning for, and delivering safe, clinically effective and 
cost effective services requires close collaboration at many levels. 
 
If you have any queries about this document, and its availability in alternative formats 
(including Braille, disk and audio cassette, and in minority languages to meet the 
needs of those who are not fluent in English) then please contact: 
 
 

Equality Unit 
Route Complex 
8e Coleraine Road 
Ballymoney 
Co Antrim 
BT53 6BP 

 
Tel:     028 2766 1377 
Fax:    028 2766 1209 
E-mail:         equality.unit@northerntrust.hscni.net 
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 Outcome of Screening  

The screening outcomes are outlined below. Three possible outcomes are recorded:  
 
1. The policy has been ‘screened in’ for equality impact assessment; 

2. The policy has been ‘screened out’ with mitigation or an alternative policy 
proposed to be adopted; 

3.  The policy has been ‘screened out’ without mitigation or an alternative policy 
proposed to be adopted.  

Description of Policy or Proposal 
Screening 
Outcome 

Reason for reaching Screening 
Outcome 

NHSCT/24/1851 Paediatric Chest 
Pain: Assessment and Management 
in a Hospital Setting 

This policy is aimed at Paediatric and 
Emergency Department staff working at 
SHO level and above, who will be 
responsible for the initial assessment 
and management of paediatric patients 
presenting with atraumatic chest pain to 
emergency departments, paediatric 
ambulatory departments and to inpatient 
paediatric units. 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1852 Continuity of 
Midwifery Carer: Operational 
Guidance 

This standard operating procedure is 
designed to support Continuity of 
Midwifery Carer NI teams operating in 
Northern Trust. These teams of 
midwives provide women with named 
care throughout the antenatal, 
intrapartum and postnatal period. 

 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 NHSCT/24/1853 Therapeutic 
hypothermia for infants born at 36 
weeks and over, with moderate or 
severe Neonatal Encephalopathy 
(NE) 

This policy is to guide the decision 
making process in regard to an infant 
meeting the criteria for therapeutic 
hypothermia and subsequent 
management of this process until its 
completion 72 hours after 
commencement. 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1853 Food Hygiene Policy 
incorporating Ward Kitchen Food 
Hygiene and Ward Patient Food 
Regeneration & Service 

This policy document describes the 
Trust’s arrangements for discharge of its 
responsibilities for food safety 
specifically to those staff either directly 
involved with the handling and service of 
food, in the management of food 
handlers or whose work may affect food 
safety. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1855  Mealtimes Matter 
Policy 

The objectives of this policy are to 
establish effective communication and 
safe mealtime systems. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 NHSCT/24/1856 Carer Assessment 
Guidance Notes (for NISAT ‘Northern 
Ireland Single Assessment Tool’ and 
Carer Conversation Wheel) 

This policy relates to all health and 
social care staff (throughout all adult 
Programmes of Care) who plan to 
undertake a Carer assessment using 
the ‘Carer Assessment’ component of 
NISAT and/or using the Carer 
Conversation Wheel. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1857 Right Patient Right 
Blood (RPRB): Monitoring 
Compliance 

The policy outlines how the NHSCT 
Haemovigilance team will monitor 
compliance with RPRB by inspecting all 
pre- transfusion blood request sample 
errors, transfusion related incidents and 
biennial RPRB compliance audits. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1858  Refusal of specified 
Blood Components or Blood 
Products - Northern Ireland Pathway 
for the Management of Adult Patients 
(Aged 18yrs and over) 

This regional guidance produced by the 
Northern Ireland Transfusion Committee 
provides a management plan for 
patients who, for any reason, have 
stated that they do not wish to have 
blood components or products as part of 
their medical or surgical treatment.  

 

Regional 
screening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 NHSCT/24/1859 Voluntary Transfer 
Policy and Procedure for Community 
Care Division 

This policy has been devised to provide 
a procedure that will ensure requests 
from staff for a voluntary transfer within 
the Community Care Division are 
treated in a fair and equitable manner 
causing no adverse impact on service 
provision.   

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1860  Skin Cancer 
Guidelines for Nurse Led 
Assessment and Aftercare of 
Patients 

This policy outlines the guiding 
principles for nurse led skin cancer 
follow-up. 

 

 

 

 

 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1861  Legal Proceedings: 
Regional Guidance for Nurses, 
Midwives and Allied Health 
Professionals (AHPs) 

This guidance, produced by the Public 
Health Agency has been adopted by the 
Northern Health and Social Care Trust. 
This is generic guidance regarding legal 
proceedings. 

Regional 
screening 

This is regional guidance and there 
is no evidence to suggest that that 
the implementation of this policy will 
adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1862  Female Genital 
Mutilation Safeguarding Pathway and 
Risk Assessment 

This guidance, produced by the 
Safeguarding Board for Northern Ireland 

Regional 
screening 

This is regional guidance and there 
is no evidence to suggest that that 
the implementation of this policy will 
adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 and the Department of Health in 
October 2018, has been adopted by the 
Northern Health and Social Care Trust. 

NHSCT/24/1863 Gynaecological 
Malignancy, Management of patients 

This guideline describes the pathway for 
management of patients with suspected 
gynaecological malignancy and 
confirmed gynaecological malignancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1864 ICDs –Modification of 
Shock Therapies in Implantable 
Cardiac Defibrillators (ICD) during 
end of life care 

The function of an ICD is to prevent 
sudden cardiac death by treating 
potentially life-threatening arrhythmias. 
However in the case of a patient with 
serious and advanced disease state, 
who are in their last days of life, it may 
no longer be appropriate to deliver 
tachyarrhythmic therapies, including 
shock therapy via the ICD. 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1865 Multiple Births, 
Discharge of - Best Practice 
Guidelines 

The purpose of this document is to 
provide best practice guidance on the 
support at discharge of multiple births 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
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care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1866 Annual Leave and 
Public/ Bank Holidays 

The Northern Health and Social Care 
Trust is dedicated to working together to 
support our employees in balancing 
work and other responsibilities and 
recognises annual leave is an important 
aspect of this. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1867 Consent for Hospital 
Post-Mortem (PM) Examination 
Policy (adopted HSC Regional  Policy 
Version 4.0) 

This policy aims to ensure that consent 
is obtained for all hospital PM 
examinations in compliance with the 
Human Tissue Act. 

Regional 
screening 

This is regional guidance and there 
is no evidence to suggest that that 
the implementation of this policy will 
adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1868  Risk Register 
Production and Management 
Guidance 

This guidance details how to produce 
and maintain a risk register ensuring 
that identified risks are effectively 
monitored to provide assurance 
regarding their management 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1869  Diagnosis and 
management of early pregnancy loss 
and ectopic pregnancy 

The aim of this document is to aid 
professionals in managing the 
processes and procedures surrounding 
first trimester pregnancy loss including 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
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 miscarriage and ectopic pregnancy.  

 

 

 

 

care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1870  Blood Transfusion 
Manual (Policy, Procedures and 
Guidelines) 

This document outlines the Trust’s 
policy on sampling, requesting, 
authorising, collection and 
administration of blood components and 
the management of any complications. 

 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1871 Cold Chain Policy for 
the transport and storage of 
pharmaceutical items 

This policy provides guidance to all staff 
who handle or administer cold chain 
pharmaceuticals (including vaccines) on 
their safe storage and distribution. 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1872 Display Screen 
Equipment (DSE) Eye Care Voucher 
Scheme 

This procedure describes the 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   



 
Care ● Compassion ● Community 

 arrangements by which the Trust will 
make available eye sight tests for 
members of its staff identified as being 
Display Screen Equipment (DSE) users.   

 

NHSCT/24/1873 Health, Safety and 
Welfare Policy 

The Northern Health and Social Care 
Trust is fully committed to meeting its 
responsibilities under the Health and 
Safety at Work 1978 (NI) Order and the 
Management of Health and Safety at 
Work (NI) Regulations 2000 and 
associated legislation as applicable and 
to continuous improvement of its health 
and safety performance. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1874 Oral Anticoagulation 
Management Monitoring - Guidance 
for Nurses working with Adults (over 
18) within Community Nursing 

The aim of this policy is to provide 
guidance on the safe management of 
oral anticoagulation monitoring within 
the Northern Health and Social Care 
Trust (NHSCT) Adult Community 
Nursing Service 

Screened Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1875 ICT Printing Policy 

The purpose of this policy is to detail 
staff requirements relating to printing, 
copying and scanning while using Trust 
ICT equipment. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1876 Admission & 
Discharge to Mental Health Beds in 
Holywell Hospital and Ross Thomson 

Screened Out 

 

The policy seeks to assist staff in 
the management of admission and 
discharge of patients into Acute 
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 Unit, Causeway Hospital 

This policy ensures that patients who 
are assessed as requiring admission to 
a mental health inpatient bed have 
appropriate access to hospital services. 

 

Inpatient Mental Health beds within 
the Northern Health and Social Care 
Trust. It is supported by procedural 
guidelines. The policy also outlines 
the arrangements to assist referral 
agents when there are no available 
vacant beds within the Northern 
Health and Social Care Trust. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1877 Methotrexate: Policy 
for the Safe Use of Oral and 
Subcutaneous Methotrexate 

This policy applies to all patients within 
the NHSCT who are prescribed oral or 
subcutaneous (SC) methotrexate for the 
treatment of non-malignant conditions.  

 

Screened Out 

 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline 
which is systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 NHSCT/24/1878  Phosphate 
Management Protocol for adult 
dialysis patients for use by Renal 
Dietitians for patients 18yrs and over 

This protocol and competency 
framework aims to improve the 
management of Mineral bone disorder 
(MBD) in stable dialysis patients by 
enabling renal specialist dietitians to 
request initiation and/or changes to 
phosphate binder regimes from the GP 
directly 

 

 

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1879  Restrictive Physical 
Interventions 

The policy seeks to ensure that 
restrictive physical interventions are 
used as infrequently as possible and 
that, when they are employed, they are 
used in the best interests of service 
users and that everything possible is 
done to prevent injury and to maintain a 
sense of dignity for the person(s) 
concerned.  

 

Screened Out 

 

Any restrictive physical interventions 
adopted within the Trust must be in 
accordance with the legal 
responsibilities and obligations of 
both the Trust and its individual 
members of staff, and with the rights 
and protection which the law affords 
to service users. 
 
Staff employing these interventions 
will be appropriately trained to 
ensure they use the procedures to 
promote the wellbeing and best 
interests of service users and in a 
manner consistent with the Human 
Rights Act and the European 
Convention on Human Rights. 
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 NHSCT/24/1880 Management of 
Cardiac Implantable Electronic 
Devices (CIED) for Planned and 
Emergency Surgery and Day 
Procedure Diagnostics 

This policy provides practical guidance 
for people with CIEDs who are 
undergoing surgical intervention in line 
with the updated British Heart Rhythm 
Society guidance. 

 

 

 

 

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1881  Anaemia Detection, 
Investigation and Management in 
Adult Patients 

This policy details guidance that Trust 
staff should follow known as the ‘Four 
steps in the investigation and 
management of the adult patients with 
anaemia’ It sets out appropriate actions 
required for the investigation and 
management of patients in each of the 
main categories of anaemia. 
 

 

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1882  Operational 
Guidance to Support the 
Implementation of the Mental 
Capacity Act (NI) 2016 (MCA) 
Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards 
(DOLS) 2019 

This policy has been developed to 
support staff to understand the 
processes required to implement the 
MCA, with specific reference to the 

Screened Out 

 

The MCA provides a statutory 
framework for decision making on 
behalf of people who lack capacity 
to make decisions for themselves 
and for those who wish to make 
preparations for a time in the future 
when they may lack capacity.   

The MCA provides the legal 
framework to allow a deprivation of 
liberty (DOL) to be carried out with 
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 Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards 
(DoLS).   

 

regards to a person (P) who meets 
the legal criteria. Protection from 
liability for anyone depriving P of 
their liberty is outlined in Section 9  
of the MCA. This protection will only 
apply where all safeguards have 
been put in place to ensure that the 
rights and interests of P are 
protected. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1883 Electroconvulsive 
Therapy (ECT) Policy 

This policy and accompanying 
procedures, guidelines and protocols 
aim to clearly identify evidenced based 
recommendations for the administration 
of ECT with the adoption of standards of 
treatment to ensure quality assurance is 
achieved and can be measured against 
external standards for accreditation. 

 

 

 

 

Screened Out 

 

ECT is the process of administering 
an electrical stimulus which induces 
a seizure.  NICE guidance 
recommends ECT to be considered 
for the acute treatment of severe 
depression that is life threatening 
and when rapid response is required 
or other treatments have failed. ECT 
is not routinely recommended for 
people with moderate depression 
but can be considered if their 
depression fails to respond to 
multiple drugs and psychological 
treatments. NICE recommends ECT 
to be considered for the treatment of 
acute mania that has not responded 
to other interventions.  

There is no evidence to suggest that 
the implementation of this policy will 
adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75. 

NHSCT/24/1884 IR(ME)R Entitlement 
Policy Clinical Guidelines - 
Orthopaedic Assessment Service – 
Advanced Practitioner 
Physiotherapist 

The purpose of the following policy is to 

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
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 define the rationale, mechanisms and 
the associated governance framework, 
to enable requests for appropriate 
Radiological examinations by 
appropriately trained and entitled 
Advanced Practitioner Physiotherapists, 
to facilitate and expedite the 
Orthopaedic Assessment Service 
(OAS). 

 

care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

 

NHSCT/24/1885 Paracetamol 
Overdose – Treatment using Sub 
network access protocol (SNAP 
protocol) in Adults and Children > 
40kg 

The guideline outlines the step by step 
use of the SNAP protocol in the 
management of patients presenting with 
paracetamol overdose, the 
administration of the antidote N-
Acetylcysteine, in order to prevent 
serious hepatotoxicity, need for 
transplant and death associated with 
paracetamol overdose.  

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1886 Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation Service Operational 
Policy 

This policy establishes an individually 
tailored, holistic multidisciplinary 
pulmonary rehabilitation programme 
offering therapeutic, social and 
emotional support to the patient and 
carer as well as information and 
education about self-management of the 
illness. 

 

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 NHSCT/24/1887 Additional and Lower 
Acuity Beds, Acute Hospital 
Escalation Process 

This policy advises on the physical 
location for additional/lower acuity beds, 
used to maintain the flow of patients out 
of the ED and to facilitate the admission 
of patients requiring urgent 
treatment/intervention to the appropriate 
speciality, in identified wards. It also 
offers practical guidance on the 
appropriate patients to place in lower 
acuity bed spaces, and guidance to 
support staff when setting up a lower 
acuity bed space to support patient 
privacy and dignity.  

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline 
which is systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1888 Alerts and 
notifications of radiology imaging 
reports 

All radiological examinations should be 
reported in a timely manner and that 
reports be read and acted on in line with 
good medical practice It is particularly 
important that critical, urgent or 
significant unexpected findings be 
reported promptly and the findings acted 
on immediately in order to minimize 
harm to the patient and to optimise the 
patient’s outcome.  

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1889 Electrical Safety 
Policy 

The aim of this policy is to have effective 
governance and accountability in place 
to ensure the Trust has safe systems of 
work for high and low voltage electrical 
systems. It will also commit the Trust to 
comply with its statutory obligations in 
relation to electrical safety. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 NHSCT/24/1890 Termination of 
pregnancy in the second and third 
trimesters 

This policy aims to support staff working 
within NHSCT maternity services to 
provide high quality care for women, 
when a woman is considering a decision 
to proceed with a termination of 
pregnancy (TOP), within the context of 
the law in Northern Ireland.  This is an 
interim policy as regional guidance for 
termination of pregnancy is in 
development (DoH, 2023). 

 

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1891 Reflective 
Supervision for Registered Nurses 
and Midwives in the Northern Health 
and Social Care Trust 

This policy identifies the necessary 
organisational systems and processes 
required to support NMC registrants 
access supervision and is reflective of 
the NIPEC (2022) NI Framework to 
support nursing and midwifery practice 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1892 Integrated Elective 
Access Policy 

The purpose of this policy is to outline 
the approved procedures for managing 
elective referrals to first definitive 
treatment or discharge. 

Regional 
screening 

This is regional guidance and there 
is no evidence to suggest that that 
the implementation of this policy will 
adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1893 Mental Health (NI) 
Order 1986 - Admission for 
Assessment Guidance for Approved 
Social Workers 

The Mental Health (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1986 provides an opportunity to 
use services on a voluntary basis 
(Article 127) and a focus on the least 

Screened Out 

 

Articles 2, 3, 5, 6 and 8 of the 
Human Rights Act may have 
particular relevance to assessments 
under the Mental Health (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1986: 

Article 2 – The right to life. 

Article 3 – The right to freedom from 
torture and inhuman or degrading 
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 restrictive alternative for providing for 
the patient’s care and protection sit 
alongside the powers to compulsory 
admit to hospital and limit the freedom 
of the patient (guardianship) and, in 
some circumstances, to treat patients 
against their will. 

 

treatment or punishment. 

Article 5 – The right to liberty and 
security of person (subject to a UK 
derogation). 

Article 6 – The right to a fair and 
public hearing within a reasonable 
time. 

Article 8 – The right to respect for 
private and family life, home and          
correspondence. 

The limiting of an individuals’ civil 
liberties permitted by the 
appropriate exercise of the powers 
within the Mental Health (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1986 should be 
balanced by the view that the Order 
is a vehicle to secure the most 
appropriate form of treatment or 
care for a person at the time of their, 
and possibly their carer's, greatest 
need. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1894 Voluntary 
Organisations or Community Groups 
Application Process, for occasional 
use of a NHSCT owned premises 

The policy is to inform service 
managers, who are responsible for 
accommodation that may be used by 
voluntary organisations or community 
groups, of the process which should be 
adhered to when they have been 
approached by a voluntary organisation 
or community group to use the property 
they manage on a regular weekly or for 
an ad hoc activity or for use of an 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   



 
Care ● Compassion ● Community 

 adjacent NHSCT owned carpark. 

NHSCT/24/1895 Regional Sample 
Request, Acceptance and Rejections 
Policy and Procedure for Pathology 
Services  

The policy and procedure aims to 
ensure that all relevant HSC staff (both 
primary and secondary care) recognise 
their responsibility to follow a regional 
standardised approach for the process 
of sample request acceptance and 
rejection for the main purpose of 
delivering a safe and effective service. 

Regional 
screening 

This regional policy is directed to all 
phlebotomists, healthcare 
assistants, nurses, midwives and 
doctors who complete laboratory 
request forms, label sample 
containers or who take laboratory 
samples. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1896 Cooperating with 
Coroner’s Investigations and 
Preparing for Inquests 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure 
that HSC staff continue to be aware of 
their duties and responsibilities in 
relation to Coronial proceedings and 
that HSC organisations provide 
appropriate advice and support to assist 
their staff when involved in Coroners 
investigations. 

It provides a consistent regional 
approach to the practical arrangements 
and principles to be followed by HSC 
Trusts when the Coroner commences 
an investigation or holds an inquest.   

 

Regional 
screening 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

NHSCT/24/1897 Cash Handling Policy 

The purpose of this policy is to provide 
detailed guidance on all aspects of the 
handling of cash across the Trust.  This 
will include receiving, safekeeping 
receipting and lodgement of monies on 
behalf of the Trust. 

Screened Out 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   
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 NHSCT/24/1898 Hyperkalaemia: 
Guidelines for the Treatment of 
Hyperkalaemia in Hospitalised Adults 

These guidelines briefly describe the 
causes of hyperkalaemia and the 
mechanisms responsible for 
hyperkalaemia. The written guidelines 
outline initial steps in assessment of 
hospitalised patients with hyperkalaemia 
and describes when treatment is 
appropriate. 

 

Screened Out 

 

This is a clinical policy/guideline with 
systematically developed 
recommendations which assist 
health care professionals in making 
decisions about the appropriate care 
for patients. It is based on the best 
available evidence. It will help health 
care professionals in their work, but 
does not replace their knowledge 
and skills. 

There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this policy 
will adversely impact on any group 
outlined in Section 75.   

Cultural Integration Service within 
the Mid Ulster Locality of the NHSCT 

The provision of a cultural integration 
service for children, young people and 
their families within the ethnically 
diverse community in the Northern 
Health and Social Care Trust’s (NHSCT) 
Mid Ulster locality will improve the 
health and social wellbeing of these 
families by increasing the integration of 
the families into communities.   

Screened out There is no evidence to suggest that 
that the implementation of this 
service will adversely impact on any 
group outlined in Section 75.   

 

Screening Templates for any of the above are available from the Equality Unit as 
noted below.   
 

Equality Unit 
Route Complex 
8e Coleraine Road 
Ballymoney 
Co Antrim 
BT53 6BP 

 
Tel:     028 2766 1377 
Fax:    028 2766 1209 
E-mail:         equality.unit@northerntrust.hscni.net 

 
  



 
Care ● Compassion ● Community 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


